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Succos Inspired Study Guide 
Introduction 

1. The word succah is related to the Hebrew word socheh, meaning “profound” or 

“prophetic vision.”  When we are in the succah, how can we envision things in a new 

light?  How does the succah help us feel at one with ourselves and united with Jews 

everywhere?  

2. What is the difference between halachah and hashkafah?  How does one influence the 

other? 

3. In the blessing before reciting the Shema each morning, we ask Hashem to imbue us with 

the ability “to listen, learn, teach, guard and perform, and establish.”   How can we use 

these skills to integrate the teachings of the Torah into our lives—into our very beings? 

4. How do we associate listening, learning, guarding and performing, and establishing with 

the month of Elul, Rosh Hashanah, Aseres Yemai Teshuva and Yom Kippur, and Succos, 

respectively?    

 

Chapter 1 

1. Each Jewish holiday is associated with an event in the past of the Jewish people.  For 

example, Pesach celebrates our liberation from slavery in Egypt and our birth as a nation.  

What event in Jewish history do we associate with Succos? 

2. Rabbi Akiva understands succos literally as “huts.”  According to Rabbi Akiva, we 

celebrate Succos as a reminder of the forty years that we wandered in the wilderness and 

the huts that we lived in to protect us from the hot sun.  Rabbi Elazar a different 

interpretation.  What is his view? 

3. In addition to the Annanai HaKavod, the “Clouds of Glory,” which we will learn later are 

associated with Aaron, there were two other ongoing miracles, one associated with 

Moshe and the other with Miriam, that sustained the Jews in the desert.  What were they? 

4. The Annanai HaKavod did not behave as regular clouds.  In what ways did they both 

shield and reveal?  In what way were they symbolic of Hashem’s love and warm 

embrace? 

5. What was the terrible sin that caused us to lose the Shechina, our intimate relationship 

with Hashem, and the protection from the Annanai HaKavod in the desert?  In what way 

does the Mishkan and later the Bais HaMikdash—and Succos itself—symbolize 

Hashem’s acceptance of our teshuva? 

6. Why is Succos the only holidays in the Torah called Chag Hashem, “Hashem’s 

Holiday”? 

 

Chapter 2 

1. The word mazal comes from the Hebrew word nozel, which means “to flow.”  According 

to the Ramban, each nation has its own mazal, its own energy and direction that flow 

from its own ministering angel.  Hashem Himself singularly directs the Jewish people.  
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He does this through Hashgacha Pratis, “Divine Providence.”   When the twelve spies 

that Moshe sent out to assay the Land of Israel returned with their report, ten expressed 

fear that the inhabitants of the land were too strong for the Israelites to conquer.  Only 

two spies, Yehoshua and Calev, understood that the Jews had Hashgacha Pratis. What 

would this mean for their ability to conquer Eretz Yisrael?  

2. Another way of expressing Hashgacha Pratis is spiritual tzel.  What does it mean to be in 

spiritual “shade”?  In what ways does spiritual tzel protect us from danger?   

3. After the sin of the golden calf, Hashem told Moshe that an angel would be sent to lead 

us rather than Hashem leading us Himself. When Hashem accepted our teshuva, the 

Annanai HaKavod returned, and we were able to begin building a very special structure.  

What were we able to begin building at this time? 

4. A simplistic understanding of the blessings of Yaakov and Eisav is that Yaakov received 

a conditional blessing from Hashem, while Eisav received an unconditional blessing.  

What is the special nature of the blessing Yaakov received?  Even the hatred of other 

nations, such as Amalek, toward us represents our special relationship with Hashem.  In 

what way? 

5. What is it about the succah that can solidify our understanding of the Jewish people’s 

special relationship with Hashem?   

 

Chapter 3     

1. In what ways do Pesach, Shavuos, and Succos correspond, respectively, to 

birth/childhood, adolescence/adulthood, and passing to the world to come?  Another 

name for Succos is Chag HaAsif, “the holiday of gathering.”  How does this name 

deepen our understanding of the correlation between passing to the world to come and the 

idea that on Succos the Jewish people are gathered back to Hashem? 

2. In the succah we are vulnerable and protected at the same time.  To whom do we owe our 

accomplishments—in fact, all of our blessings? 

3. The Torah defines success as shlaimus, “the actualization of our potential,” when we are 

at our best.  How can we understand tzaddik and ba’al teshuva not as two types of people 

but as two aspects of the same person? 

4. On Succos we remember more than just the presence of the Annanai Hakavod; we focus 

on the way in which the clouds surrounded us.  What does this idea teach us about our 

relationship with Hashem? 

 

Chapter 4 

1. We experience the succah with our whole body—we fulfill the mitzvah of succah just by 

being in the succah, even if we are not doing anything special inside it.  What clue does 

this give us about the way in which we will experience Olam Haba? 

2. In Maseches Succah there is a famous dispute between Rabba, Rebbe Zeira, and Rava.  

What is each rabbi’s position about why the height of a succah cannot exceed twenty 

amos? Which opinion do we associate with spiritual awareness, which with the transience 

of mankind, and which with the final redemption? 
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3. There is another famous machlokes in the Talmud, between Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai 

and Rebbe Yishmael, about how much time should be spent on Torah learning versus 

making a living.  How can we achieve balance between these two views? 

 

Chapter 5  

1. Emuna is more than just faith; emuna means living with Hashem.  What are the three 

fundamental elements of emuna?  

2. There is only one time in history when Hashem spoke to an entire people directly.  

When?  How was this experience connected to emuna? 

3. Shade protects us from the direct rays of the sun.  When we experience difficult situations 

or negative thoughts, when we don’t get our way, how does emuna act as our shade? 

4. The Zohar Hakadosh compares the succah to Noah’s teiva, Noah’s ark.  The teiva 

shielded Noah and his family from the chaos of society and the Flood.  From what does 

the succah shield us today?  

5. How does the provisional nature of the succah remind us that physicality is fleeting while 

spirituality is permanent? 

 

Chapter 6 

1. How can the succah represent both Olam Hazeh and Olam Habah? 

2. How can a plant teach us the importance of staying connected to our life source, our 

roots, so to speak? 

3. Sechach must fulfill three criteria: It must grow from the ground, it must be disconnected 

from the ground, and it must not be receptive to tuma, “impurity.”   Why must the 

sechach be disconnected from the ground? 

4. The sechach represents our relationship with Hashem—Hashem is our shield, our 

guardian.  In what way are the walls of the succah representative of our relationship with 

the people around us?   

5. We are each comprised of a guf and a neshama—a body and a soul.  The neshama 

naturally gravitates to Hashem.  How can we each harness the power of our neshama and 

express it through our actions and deeds? 

6. According to halachah, there cannot be a space between the walls and the sechach.  What 

does this mean from a spiritual perspective? 

7. If Avraham Avinu represents human action and Yitzchak Avinu represents emuna,  

in what way does Yaakov Avinu represent a middle path between human ingenuity and 

faith in Hashem? 

 

Chapter 7 

1. The succah is made from the remnants of grapevines and wheat stalks.  What does it 

mean that our holy succah is, essentially, made out of trash?  Why then must we decorate 

our succah beautifully and make sure that it cannot contract impurity? 
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2. On Rosh Hashanah we “get our heads on straight.” We readjust our vision to see Hashem 

as ______________________________________________. 

3. The Ten Days of Teshuva and Yom Kippur itself are days of introspection, on which we 

cleanse ourselves of __________. 

4. We arrive at Succos with a new mindset, turning our previous mistakes into merits.  How 

does this relate to the idea of our succahs being made out of the refuse of our fields? 

 

Chapter 8 

1. Metaphorically the succah is compared to a womb.  In what way are those living within a 

succah similar to a developing child?  

2. Geshem (rain) and gashmius (physicality) share the same root.  What happens when we 

remove moisture from the atmosphere?  When we remove gashmius from our lives?    

3. Succos reminds us that the world is temporary.  The holiday creates a time and the 

succah itself a space in which to focus on our relationship with Hashem and with others.  

What realization do we come to when we consider that we all come from the same source 

and are all working toward the same goals? 

4. Every Shabbat we talk about the succah of shalom.  What parallels can we draw between 

Shabbat and Succos?  

 

Chapter 9 

1. To which parts of the body—and to Jews who exemplify which traits—are the esrog, 

lulav, hadasim, and aravos compared?  

2. On Succos we are commanded to wave all four species.  If even one of them were 

missing, the mitzvah would be disqualified.  What does this teach us about Klal Yisrael? 

3. In our holy texts, males are represented as straight lines and females as circles.  What 

does this symbolize?  Why is the succah compared to a circle and the arba minim to a 

line? 

4. In what way did Adam’s behavior in Gan Eden create dissonance between Hashem’s 

inner and outer worlds?  To what state did our experience at Har Sinai bring us?   

5. What are two unique qualities of the esrog, and how do these qualities help us recall the 

importance of putting Hashem before ourselves? 

 

Chapter 10 

1. According to Chazal, before the sin, Adam was perfect.  The one thing he lacked was the 

ability to feel a ______. 

2. Ra is generally translated as “bad” or “evil”; its root actually means “disconnected” or 

“broken.”  Tov, “goodness,” is the opposite of ra: something that—or someone who—is 

fully connected to reality and its Godly source.  What are two other qualities of 

goodness?  

3. When Hashem separated Adam and Chava, Hashem created “a space in man’s heart.” 

With what ability did this imbue human beings? 
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4. The lulav represents the power of the Jewish people, while the esrog symbolizes the 

power of the___________.  Moshe Rabbeinu was the greatest leader of the Jewish people 

and yet the most humble of men.  What can we learn from his humility about our place in 

the world? 

 

 

Chapter 11 

1. Chazal’s name for Succos is Zaman Simchaseinu, referring to the joy of our present 

material world.  If Olam Hazeh is the process, what is Olam Haba?  How do we 

experience the joys of Succos through our bodies on this holiday? 

2. On Succos, according to the Kadmonim, holiness from the spiritual world comes all the 

way down to the physical world. On Yom Kippur, we leave the material world to connect 

with our neshama; in this way we are doing teshuva—returning to our source. On Succos, 

it can be said, we reverse the process.  How? 

3. There are three ways of responding to the yetzer hara.  What are they?  Which is the most 

positive way we can respond to the yetzer hara? 

4. Just as Am Yisrael was commanded to build the Mishkan after receiving atonement for 

the egel hazahav, we are commanded to build the succah after Yom Kippur.  What does 

the succah represent?  (Hint: During Succos we become a nation of Kohanim.) 

5. Another name for Succos is Zman Asiffa, the time of gathering the crops.  From A to Z—

or in this case Alef to Sof, we come to appreciate that we reap what we _______.  

6. In what way is the esrog like emuna? 

 

Chapter 12 

1. To what mitzvah in the Bais Hamikdash does Simchas Bais Hashoeva refer?  Why is 

Succos so connected to water? 

2. There are two ways in which things are accomplished in our world.  The first is nature—

our world is a function of how we act upon it.  What is the second way?  How is tefilla—

davening—the place where these two worlds meet?  

3. In what ways are tefilla and rain the same? 

 

Chapter 13 

1. Pirke Derebbi Elazar says that when Klal Yisrael obeys Hashem’s will, the Jewish 

people will drink from the clouds above; when they do not obey Hashem’s will, they will 

drink from the clouds below.  According to the Vilna Gaon, what do the clouds represent, 

and how can we understand the difference between the clouds above and the clouds 

below? 

2. What is the difference between wellsprings and rain? Which requires human effort to 

draw forth water and which is in Hashem’s hands? 

3. What is ratzon?  Is our ratzon always Hashem’s ratzon?  How do we bring our ratzon 

and Hashem’s ratzon into alignment? 
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4. When we hurt somebody deeply, even if he or she accepts our apology, the person we 

have wronged may still not be able to relate to us emotionally as they once did.  It is the 

same with Hashem.  What must we do in addition to teshuva to make Hashem turn back 

to us favorably? 

 

Chapter 14 

1. What does it mean to live in the shade of emuna on Succos? 

2. What is the significance of the number seven?  How does each of the seven guests 

(ushpizin) we invite into our succah reflect a corresponding midda?   

 

Avraham chesed (unrestrained love and giving) 

Yitzchak gevura (inner strength) 

Yaakov tiferes (balance) 

Moshe  netzach (assertiveness) 

Aharon hod (submissiveness) 

Yosef  yesod (foundational) 

Dovid  malchus (kingship) 

   

3. Not only do we embody a midda the more we work on it, but the more help from 

__________ we will receive to exemplify that midda.  

 

Chapter 15 

1. How does the Vilna Gaon explain the difference between Succos, which is associated 

with simcha, and Shemini Atzeres, which is associated with sasson?   

2. For a week we have been celebrating Succos.  How can one more day—Shemini 

Atzeres/Simchat Torah—make a difference?  What is the connection between Shemini 

Atzeres and entering Eretz Yisrael? 

3. On Shavuos we celebrate the written Torah; on Shemini Atzeres/Simchat Torah we 

celebrate the _____ Torah. 

 

  


